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Before you begin to understand the role of government, you need to understand 3 different economic systems.

3 Ideas:  Capitalism, Socialism, Communism

They differ by:

1. Who owns what?

2. Who gets what?

Capitalism: unlimited private ownership, everything bought and sold

Socialism:  limited private ownership, some things given to some

Communism: nobody owns anything, everybody gets everything.

?? If we live by the Scout Law, Oath and motto, does this mean that we give everything away???


Types of Government:
1. Democracy – government by the people

2. Republic – government by representatives elected by the people

3. Monarchy – government ruled by a small group, generally a family

4. Dictatorship – government ruled by one person

There is no “pure democracy” in the world today.   Why?

Most governments are Republics.


Worldwide Organizations that help people.
1. The United Nations – what is it?
2. World Scout Organization of the Scout Movement

The mission of Scouting is to contribute to the education of young people, through a value system based on the Scout Promise and Law, to help build a better world where people are self-fulfilled as individuals and play a constructive role in society. This is achieved by: 

· involving them throughout their formative years in a non-formal educational process 

· using a specific method that makes each individual the principal agent of his or her development as a self-reliant, supportive, responsible and committed person 

· assisting them to establish a value system based upon spiritual, social and personal principles as expressed in the Promise and Law. 

3. The International Red Cross

The mission
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral and independent organization whose exclusively humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of war and internal violence and to provide them with assistance. It directs and coordinates the international relief activities conducted by the Movement in situations of conflict. It also endeavours to prevent suffering by promoting and strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles.
Established in 1863, the ICRC is at the origin of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. 
There are 186 organizations worldwide.  Normally we think only of the American Red Cross.   Nearly every nation has one.  All support the mission above.  The graphics are shown at right. 
